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Message from the Headteacher 

We have come to the end of another school year and I think we all agree that the                                                      

children are ready for a long break so that they can return in September with renewed                                                                            

vigour and enthusiasm.  The end of term has seemed just as busy as ever but                                                                 

strange in the sense that we are not saying goodbye to any Year 6.  But it is still a                                                                     

time of change as we are getting ready to welcome 9 new Reception children in                                                                              

September and hopefully new teaching assistant apprentices to replace Miss Fox,                                                                             

who is moving onto a permanent role at Swanwick Primary – we wish her all the best.                                                         

Due to the way apprenticeship funding has changed recently, we have not been able                                                               

to recruit yet but we hope to be able to have full time apprentices in both the infant                                                                         

and junior classrooms to offer even more support as class sizes grow and we have                                                                    

more children in school. 

It was great to see so many people enjoying themselves at Sports Day.  It means a lot for the children to have so 

much support from you and it is lovely to see so many of you socialising and staying longer after the finish time 

as it shows what a strong and lovely school community we have. 

We hope you all have a lovely summer and we look forward to seeing you again on Tuesday September 5th. 

Paul Wilde 

Headteacher  

Thank you!  

 

 

 

This year we collected over 12,000 active kids 

vouchers. This has helped the school buy new 

netball goal posts, an outdoor storage unit and 

numerous items of PE equipment. Thank you! 

Dates for the diary for the first 

month of the new term have been 

published and should have reached 

you with this newsletter.   

A further update will be provided by 

the end of September which will 

contain a full list of the planned 

events for the next academic year.  

You can also find a copy on the 

school webpage by clicking on the latest news tab.   
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 A Thought: 

Children, teachers, parishioners, educationalists, clergy and all people must be 
aware of thinking  we know everything without critical thought.  And also    
humble enough to know we also need faith in and through Jesus Christ to    
understand a little of God's love for us all.       

I know we all have to beware statistics but I heard on Radio 4 (so it must be 
true!!) the average age for having a mobile phone is 7 1/2 years old. I find this troublesome for a     
number of reasons but the one I wish to think about in this summer letter is do our children have the 
tools for critical thinking? We've all seen certain dangerous thoughts on the news or the internet.       
Examples are the comments President Trump comes out with on climate change or the upsurge of    
Religious hate and bigotry (everything from ISIS to The Christian right wingers or various religions 
thoughts on Honour killings, the list goes on.) By now you may be thinking, a secularist is writing this 
piece but I think that my faith in religion and science is rooted in the phrase of Jesus, "I have come 
that you might have life and have it in all its fullness." Everyone needs to have a filter when looking at 
the news or the internet. What is the back story; what is the politics behind the stories; or where science 
is concerned who sponsors the data...etc.  As parents we need to balance the protection of our children 
with offering a safe place for critical thinking.         

Religion is very frustrating for many people is not simply  because much of Christianity is rooted in the 
mystery of 'Why would God wish to die for humanity on a Cross', in our world today we cannot            
understand, 'why would the most powerful become powerless?' The simple yet profound answer is this 
something is much more important than power;  love, love is at the heart of God and the reason why 
God came to earth. God so loves humanity. Loves each one of us. I would suggest that if any religion is 
not rooted in God's love, and the wish of God that we flourish and serve each other. Then it is       
somewhat suspect.  

The other day the children in juniors challenged me about ideas like 'eternity', 'who created God', 'why 
do people suffer' etc. It's so hard to say to our children that though we cannot answer fully these    
questions in all certainty - our human life is a journey in searching for the truth - and as Jesus said the 
'truth will set us free'. Missionaries, scientists and other people in the fields of the arts and literature 
have created amazing things and helped        humanity jump in its understanding of the universe and 
the earth. These questions are not fully answered but the journey to understand enriches our humanity 

and our souls. May we all give our children or grandchildren the space and the time to 
ask the difficult questions of life. Then maybe we adults will learn something else,      
something new. Whatever age we are we not always open to learning things?  As    
Albert Einstein said: "The most beautiful thing we can experience is the mysterious. It 
is the source of all true art and science. He to whom this emotion is a stranger, who 
can no longer pause to wonder and stand rapt in awe, is as good as dead: his eyes 
are closed." (Einstein)  

Finally, people often think that Darwin was the great scientist who once and for all  
disproved religion.  Sadly so often people who are looking to disprove religion and 

faith rewrite certain scientists views. Pascal, Einstein and Darwin being a few. Even the Scientist who 
came up with the big bang theory was actually a Christian. Whatever our beliefs we need to be humble 
about knowledge, faith and the wonders of the known universe. I leave the final word with  Darwin:   

“The question of whether there exists a Creator and Ruler of the Universe has been answered in the 
affirmative by some of the highest intellects that have ever existed.” –Charles Darwin, 

With Kind Regards and every prayer.  Rev'd Stephen Monk (Rector Darley Dale, South 

Darley & Winster.) 
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Value for the term 

Our value for this term is  

Creativity 

We will be exploring: 

• How important art always has been in human 

civilisation; 

• The beauty of God’s creation and how we 

can take care of it; 

• The Genesis account of Creation; 

• How to use all our senses to enjoy the diver-

sity of creation; 

• How we can celebrate the preciousness of 

human life. 

 

Encourage your child to take this year’s summer reading 

challenge.  Read 6 library books and visit your local library 

regularly this summer collecting special incentives and 

stickers along the way.  To find out more visit 

Attendance 

You may have seen more press coverage recently about term 

time holidays and fines.  Derbyshire have changed their      

guidance for schools from September and have stated that 

overall attendance will not be a 

factor when issuing fines.  This 

reverts back to the situation    

before the Isle of Wight court 

case.  We are unable to          

authorise any absence unless it 

is for an exceptional                

circumstance, and a general family holiday cannot be deemed 

exceptional.  You risk a fine if you take your children out of 

school for a holiday and so we would urge you to complete the 

holiday request form before booking a holiday and return it to 

school so that you know where you stand.  We will bring you 

more information on this in the new school year. 

Morning Clubs for the 2017/2018 

school year will be available to book 

through Parentpay early in September.  

We are pleased to be able to offer 5 

morning clubs with Monday,                

Wednesday and Friday morning clubs 

being delivered by Progressive Sports 

with Tuesday and Thursday clubs being 

hosted by school staff.   

All clubs will be offered at £1 per session per child when paid 

on the day with a reduced rate of £10 per session per child for 

the full term when paid in advance through Parentpay.  The  

decision has again been taken to subsidise the sports clubs 

through the Sports Premium funding we receive.     
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New after school football club to be launched in September 

                                                        A new after school football club will open on Monday                          

               11th September 2017 between  at Winster Primary   

            School.  Taking place every Monday, Junior pupils  

            are welcome to attend at a nominal charge (exact   

            cost to be confirmed). The club is expected to last                        

            approximately 1 hour.  Parents will need to provide  

            transport to Winster at the end of the school day and  

            places must be booked in advance through the school office.  

Qualitas Awards Evening—written by Abi Jordan 

Some of the children from the school were nominated for sports awards by 

Mr Collins from Qualitas, who teaches us during our Friday PE session. 

We were invited to the Winding Wheel for an awards evening along with 

one of our parents.  The awards were in recognition of our sporting 

achievements during the last year at school.  On arrival we were checked 

in, shown to our seats and given a bottle of water and some sweets.    

During the ceremony we heard from Olympic Boxer Dalton Smith who told 

us all about his sporting achievements and how he had worked his way up 

through different levels of competition before being selected to represent 

Great Britain at the last Olympics.  We also heard from Olympic coach 

Paul Greaves who told us all about who he had trained.    

Different schools then started to send their pupils onto the stage and as our school 

name was announced we all went onto the stage to collect our medals.  There was a 

slide show/video of what we had been doing down at the PE field showing on a big 

screen in the background which included an interview with Miss Gill!  Once everyone 

had got their medals we were taken off stage and showed to an upstairs room.  There, 

we were interviewed about what we had achieved before we were returned back to 

our parents.  We also heard from the teachers about how we had progressed and   

improved our fitness. The final talk was from the Qualitas team who told everyone 

about how we had progressed and improved our fitness.  Mr Wilde also received new 

football kits for the school.  As the event came to a close a food station opened but we 

didn’t go to it as mum treated me to a McDonalds when we left.   I really enjoyed the 

evening and the best bit was getting the medal.                                                               

Inset days for 2017/2018 are 

Monday 4th September 2017            

Monday 30th October 2017                

Monday 2nd January 2018                                                                             

Friday 22nd June 2018                                                                                     

Monday 25th June 2018 


